That being the case, war has remade America ever since. From quasi wars to total wars, the United States has taken on all comers throughout its history. The nation has gone to war against empires, superpowers, former colonies and non-state actors, at times reluctantly and at others enthusiastically, time and time again. Historians have debated endlessly the merits of American intervention in each case. Whether judged as just or unjust, necessary or tragic, however, the conflicts have all proven transformative for Americans, both individually and collectively.
Our task this semester is to consider the history of America at war, a prominent theme of our nation's past and present. Our first task will be to examine how and why America goes to war. Some of the questions that we take up will include: Is there an American way of war? What is it? Has it evolved over time and place? How do the nation's crusades transform into quagmires? Is nation-building a function of war-making?
Our second aim this semester is to gain insight into our nation at war. Here, we will ask: What role has propaganda played in America's times at war? Has it hindered or furthered the national cause? How does war shape national culture? How does it effect individual psychology? What is the relationship between the home front and the front lines?
From here, we'll look at the legacy of war on America. What is the experience of soldiers returning from war? How does the nation demobilize? How are wars reimagined in collective memory? Popular culture? Politics? Memorials? This line of questioning will lead us to our final topic -cultures of war. To what extent has the United States grown militaristic as a consequence of its history of going to war? Are there other implications of our past uses of state violence?
Requirements (400 possible points):
Book review: 600 words maximum. See guide/models for style and substance. Choose any one of the required books to review. Submit your copy the last night we discuss that book. For example, if you choose Tierney's work to review, submit on 15 Sept. 50 Attendance/Participation: Each week we gather for an informed discussion about whatever it is we are reading. Hence, what you do not say will be held against you. In contrast, what you do say will go far, particularly if it invigorates our conversation about the topic. Each night is worth a potential five points, giving us a total of 50, and you the luxury of having one off night. 0 -absent, 1-2 -present physically, 3-4 -informed responses to questions, 5 -adds some insight, initiates discussion. Bring to class no more than a one page analysis of your chosen piece for sharing with the rest of us. Be sure to cite whatever it is you are discussing, at the top of the page. Your grade will be derived in equal measure from the clarity of your presentation and the strength of your analysis. 50
Facebook: Each of you must enlist in a squad -ALPHA, BRAVO, CHARLIE, DELTA, or ECHO. Prior to class, that squad is responsible for uploading to the class facebook page a list of questions for discussion about the night's reading, any kind of supplementary material (short videos, photos, essays, links to songs, etc). Class page is on facebook at America Goes to War, West Chester University. 50
Final paper: Choices! One is to write a review essay about one of the topics we discuss in class, perhaps by building off of the book you choose to review. Select a topic of interest, say "American propaganda during wartime." Then, survey the literature, five books or so, any recent journal articles, and offer your analysis of the works you select. This works best when approached thematically, as opposed to laundry list style. In other words, you will detect themes across the literature -identify them for the reader, underscore the strengths and weaknesses of the pieces that you have looked at accordingly. Note also any holes you find (maybe none of the works in our example, for instance, discuss the government's role in promoting patriotic music). Conclude with an overall assessment -one that concretely addresses the question of So What? by indicating the importance of this topic for American historians. 100
Your second choice here is to do a primary source based paper -one that briefly discusses the historiography of your topic, uses both primary and secondary sources to support a thesis (which you clearly state up front), and then addresses the implications of your work by, you guessed it, concretely addressing the question of So What?
Extra credit:
Show and tell -bring something to share with the rest of us that is pertinent to what we are talking about that night. Take a few minutes and, informally, tell us about whatever it is you brought with you -these can really be anything, from video game demonstrations to songs to youtube clips to readings (articles). I'll use these for fence sitting. Meaning, I'll make note of your contribution and, if you end up sitting between say an A-and an A (perhaps you have earned 365 points out of 400, about 91%), with a reasonable amount of show and tells, in this case 4 or 5, the A-becomes an A.
Schedule:
1 Sept: Hello! 
War American Style

Reviewing Books
A book review is an essay which comments on a particular work or a series of works bearing upon a single subject or related subjects. The most important element about a book review to remember is that it is a commentary, not merely a summary. You should devote relatively little space to surveying the contents. Simply present a brief outline or synopsis, indicating the general topic, the chronological scope, the major emphasis (political, economic, intellectual, etc.) and which, if any, aspects of the subject are totally ignored. The bulk of your review, therefore, should concentrate on your evaluation of the way the author(s) handled the issues discussed. What is (are) the overall thesis(es) --the points of view or conclusion? what is your informed response to the work's argument? Did the book(s) enhance your understanding of the issues? Be as direct as possible. Remember, you are the expert.
In framing your review, you should provide some information on the author(s). What are his or her relevant qualifications and background (or lack thereof) for writing on this subject? What were his or her reasons for writing this book? (Often the preface contains such information) What evidence is cited, and has new documentation become available? If so, identify the new documentation. Or, does the book present a novel interpretation based on previously available documents, or does it provide a new literary or dramatic account of a subject already treated by others? Your conclusions and assessments regarding these aspects, of course, will affect your comparative evaluations of the works. You should also consider the time during which the book was written and, if evident, the author's values and biases. For example, in all likelihood a biography of Senator Joseph McCarthy written by a conservative Republican journalist in l954 will differ from a biography written by a neo-Marxist academic in l974.
It will probably be necessary to refer to specific portions of the books to illustrate your statements and conclusions, but it is generally not advisable to quote extensively from it. When reviewing more than one book, choose aspects of the subject that are sufficiently broad to cover all of them and compare the books from these particular perspectives. Do not try to make more points than can be accomplished thoroughly in your review. It is better to make a few points well than many points poorly. Once you have decided on the central points you intend to make, treat each one as a separate section of your review. Each section should explain the one point, supporting it with your own arguments and with brief examples from the book(s) under review and drawing conclusions as to the meaning and importance of the point.
Your review should conclude with your personal critique. Refer back to your introductory paragraph(s). What is your ultimate judgment of the style, format, contents, and historical value of each book? Has each author achieved the purpose, explicit or implicit, for writing the book? Has he or she persuasively argued the thesis to your satisfaction? Why or why not? Compare the evidence cited and argumentation used to support the respective conclusions. Has the book challenged you intellectually, increasing your knowledge, raising new questions, and/or presenting the material in a novel, even provocative manner? Or does the author simply rehash what everyone already knows? Would you recommend any or all of these books, and at what level --secondary, undergraduate, graduate? What book on this subject still needs to be written? . This situation occurred due to the inability of officials, in both Saigon and in Washington, to grasp circumstances as ordinary Vietnamese perceived them" 7. Now that you have a thesis, it is your responsibility to persuade your reader of its validity. To accomplish this task, bring on the evidence! 8. Think of yourself as an attorney attempting to convince a jury. You must present a preponderance of evidence -cite, cite and cite again -general rule is to provide two pieces of evidence for every point you make. Write right!
